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sideration. For some years he had exercised
supreme authority, where his decisions were
law. The habit of command had become
stronger than his sense of discipline.
The decision of the Commander-in-Chief
was based on the fact that Cronje's main body
could not escape. The investment was prac-
tically complete and the arrival of the VII
Division under Tucker would make it safe from
any interference by De Wet or other com-
mandos. The loss of the convoy af Watervaal
Drift had reduced the transport; already there
were 800 wounded to be removed, and another
batch would have strained the medical services
to breaking-point.
Three days later, on the 22nd, Kitchener
went off to Nauwpoort to urge forward the
troops who had remained on that side under
Gatacre and Clements. There lie had ample
scope for his organizing powers in preparing
the line of communications which would be
wanted as soon as Roberts reached the Bloem-
fontein railway. He also had to send flying
columns to deal with risings in Cape Colony
westwards from De Aar. As he took no further
share in the proceedings round Paardeberg
they can be dealt with briefly.
From the moment that Roberfe arrived the
situation was well in hand, and sufficient troops
were present to deal with it, though they
suffered a good deal from hunger and exposure.
On the 26th howitzers bombarded the laager
heavily, and Smith-Dorrien's Brigade, led by